
In October 2009, spam volumes made up  87 percent of all email messages. The most notable 
highlight this month is the growth of spam originating from APJ (23 percent) and South Amer-
ica (22 percent), with a corresponding decline in spam originating from EMEA (28 percent) 
and North America (20 percent). With respect to spam categories, Internet spam increased by 
7 percent and now accounts for 39 percent of all spam messages. This category includes de-
gree spam, which this month dominates the top 50 spam subject lines. 
 
The following trends are highlighted in the November 2009 report:  

¶ 9a9!Ωǎ tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ǇŀƳ ƛǎ ¢ƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ bŜǿ tǊƛƴŎŜǎ 

¶ Malware as A Percentage of Spam Continues to Increase 

¶ Users of Social Networking Websites Face Malware and Phishing Attacks 

¶ October 2009: Spam Subject Line Analysis 

¶ Instant Degrees Dominate Spam Subject Lines in October 2009 

¶ One Holiday spam Campaign Makes Way for Another 
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Spam Percentage: The model used to calculate spam percentage now factors in network layer 
blocking in addition to SMTP layer filtering, and as a result represents a more accurate view 
into the actual spam percentage on the Internet. 
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 9a9!Ωǎ tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ǇŀƳ ƛǎ ¢ƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ bŜǿ tǊƛƴŎŜǎ  

In the February 2008 State of Spam Report , Europe was crowned the new king of spam as ap-
proximately 44 percent of all spam claimed to originate there, versus 35.1 percent which 
ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ  Lƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нллфΣ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ 9a9!Ωǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ 
been threatened by the Asia Pacific and Japan (APJ) region and South America.  
In October 2009 we monitored the following:  

¶ The EMEA region continues to retain the mantle as primary region of origin for spam at 28 
percent. This is a six percent decrease from June 2009. 

¶ APJ and South America have now passed North America with 23 percent, and 22 percent 
respectively of all spam originating from these regions. 
Twenty percent of all spam now originates from North America τa five percent decrease 
since June 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This sizeable increase in spam appearing from South America and the APJ region is significant, 
but not altogether surprising when you consider the massive growth of Internet connections 
in these regions during the past few years.  Other factors at play here include: 


